DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
is capital in the philosophical sense. The striving after it is more socialistic. To learn is to work. What people forget is that study is labour, just as the work which I had to do as a smith. Thus it was that I became practical. I always sought to apply everything I learned. And that began at home, where I had to help towards the upkeep of the house. Later I took on manual labour, first for some weeks as a locksmith and then for a long time as a blacksmith. As a boy I was always active, always on my feet, always doing something whether at home or outside. Naturally there are many busy men who are not practical. There is a difference. There is a kind of practical and a technical scholasticism. I have often had the impression that in our industries there is a tremendous lot of iron-bound pedantry, that many of the machines are not practical. Just as there is a hair-splitting with words, so there is also a lot of useless scholasticism in the mechanical world. And then there is what in Austrian is called G'schaftlhuberei. I sought after the practical to the highest possible degree."
"If someone who did not know you were listening," I said, "he might think that you were an engineer rather than a philosopher."
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